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Council for Disabled Children
• Sits within the National Children’s Bureau

• Raise awareness 

• Promote the participation

• Contribute to the development of policy and 
practice 

• Provide an independent forum for the discussion 
and resolution of issues 

• Hosts a range of networks: NPPN, SEC, EDCM, TIN



Transition Information Network

Steering Group Reference Group

TIN Registered Members

TIN Staff Team



Transition Information Network

Steering Group:
• Association for Real Change
• Contact a Family 
• Dimensions
• Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities 
• Macintyre
• National Autistic Society
• Scope
• Skill: National Bureau for Student with Disabilities



Transition Information Network
Reference Group

• Association of Directors of Adult Social Services
• Association of Directors of Children's Services

and Head of Children's Services
• Barnardos
• Birmingham Children & Young People’s Service
• British Association of Social Workers
• British Institute of Learning Disabilities
• Care Services Improvement Partnership
• Children in Scotland
• Children in Wales
• Consultant and disabled young person
• Department for Innovation, Universities and 

Skills 
• Department for Work and Pensions
• Department of Health
• Home Farm Trust
• Learning and Skills Council

• National Youth Agency
• Norah Fry Research Centre
• Occupational Therapist, Winchester and 

Eastleigh NHS Healthcare
• Paradigm
• Representative from the Regional 

Partnerships
• SENSE
• Shaw Trust 
• Social Care Institute for Excellence
• Social Policy Research Unit, University of 

York
• Speaking Up
• Suffolk County Council
• The Children’s Society 
• University of Manchester
• Valuing People Support Team
• Yorkshire and Humberside Regional 

Partnership



Transition Information Network

Magazine

• Aimed primarily at young 
people 

• Produced three times a year 
and sent to all TIN members

• Transition projects, views and 
articles from disabled young 
people, news update, 
information on new resources 
and events.



Transition Information Network

Newsletter 

• Aimed primarily at professionals  

• Quarterly 

• Policy update, good practice, 
information on new resources and 
events.



Transition Information Network

Website
www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk

• A site for parents and professionals. 
• An interactive, accessible site for young people.
• Information about legislation and policy.
• Information about education, employment, health, 

relationships, benefits and more. 
• Links to a range of useful resources and 

organisations.



Transition Information Network
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• TIN seminars give young people, 
parents and professionals the 
opportunity to examine key issues 
in relation to transition

• Recent topics: advocacy, 
volunteering, work experience and 
employment



National Policy and Guidance

• DH Transition guide: moving on well 2008

• Aiming High for disabled children 2007

• Improving Life Chances of Disabled People 2005

• DDA & DED 

• Independent Living strategy 2008

• Valuing People & Valuing People Now 2007 

• NHS Operating framework 08/09

• Our health, our care, our say 06 – DASS



Independent Living strategy

• Promoting independent living
• Action and Learning Sites and Regional Initiatives
• Housing
• Transport and mobility
• Health
• Employment and economic wellbeing
• Personalisation, choice and control
• Support, information, advocacy and brokerage
• Older people
• Young disabled people in transition to adulthood
• Disabled Parents
http://www.officefordisability.gov.uk/working/independentlivingstrategy.asp



Cont: Independent Living strategy

• as a first step, deliver a Transition Support Programme for 14-19 year olds

• deliver the cross-government strategy for post-16 learners with learning 
difficulties/disabilities

• carry out a public consultation on specialist disability employment 
programmes for disabled people 

• reduce NEET

• support young disabled people to become independent users of transport

• address the housing needs of young disabled people by their inclusion in 
action to prevent homelessness amongst young people

• support young disabled people to become active members of their community 
through their inclusion in the Young Advisors Programme

• carry out a scoping study with a view to piloting and evaluating individual 
budgets for disabled children and young people.



Valuing People Now
• The big priorities

– Personalisation 
– What people do during the day 
– Better health 
– Access to housing  
– Making sure that change happens

• The wider agenda

– Advocacy and rights
– Partnership with families
– Including everyone
– People as local citizens 
– Making the transition to adulthood a positive exper ience
– Improving the workforce
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_081014



Aiming High



Aiming High for disabled children: 
better support for families

• Short breaks- £280 m + £90m  

• Childcare - £35 m

• Transition Support Programme - £19 m

• Parent Forums - £5 m

• Individual Budgets



Transition Support Programme

• Information 
• Access to an advisor or key worker 
• Advocacy and support
• Person centred approaches
• Joint team working across agencies

• Likely to start in September



Aiming High for disabled 
children

Keep up to date with implementation of Aiming 
High via Every Child Matters Website:

www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/socialcare/disabledchildren/aiminghigh/progress/



Aiming High: 10 year youth 
strategy 

• About young people taking part in enjoyable and 
purposeful activities in their free time which can 
help them develop new skills and raise their 
aspirations

• Extend the Youth Opportunity Fund and Youth 
Capital Funds

• Greater influence on spending to young people
• NYA blog: 

http://aiminghigh.practicalparticipation.co.uk/





Transition Guide 

• Funded by DfES 
• Partnership with DH, ODI and DWP
• Written by CDC with reference group 
• Responsibilities of all agencies
• Overview of legislation and guidance 
• Illustrated with effective practice 



Transition Guide

You can download this guide from

www.everychildmatters.gov.uk
and 

www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk.



• Getting rights and justice for every disabled child
• EDCM Local Authority and PCT Charters  
• Learn more about the disabled children housing 

crisis 

www.edcm.org.uk



Contact details 

Lucia Winters
Lwinters@ncb.org.uk

020 7843 6061 
www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk



Transition Map

Sara Merriman
Council for Disabled Children



• Research still shows that disabled young 
people are not getting the support and 
opportunities that they are entitled to.

• Following on from ‘A Transition Guide for all 
Services’ the Council for Disabled Children 
are planning to build on the research, policy 
and practice work that already exists.

Introduction



The Plan
• To identify areas that demonstrate effective 

practice in transition, and to map these 
practices.

• To identify the elements that make up 
successful transition and to highlight 
examples of good practice in these. 

• To look at the impact of new initiatives on 
Transition.



The Process

• Several local authorities have been 
identified, to look in depth at their 
transition process.

• Other authorities will be involved to 
highlight specific areas of good practice.



The Process
• The local authorities that have been chosen 

incorporates those undertaking new initiatives 
including:-

• Short Breaks pathfinders
• Valuing People’s Getting a Life
• Improving Choices / Learning for Living and 

Work
• Self-Directed Support
• Person-Centred Review processes.



The key areas that we hope to identify effective 
practice in are:-

• Strategies, protocols and agreements;
• Multi-agency working;
• Person-centred approaches;
• Assessment and review processes;
• Links with youth services;
• Opportunities after school;
• Opportunities for leisure and social activities;
• Evaluation of outcomes for young people.

The Process



The Outcomes

The information gathered will:
• feed into national developments in 

transition 
• be used to produce tools to be used by 

local authorities to support them in 
developing their practice

• produce case studies. 



For more information about this 
project and other work at the 
Council for Disabled Children 

around transition visit: 

www.transitioninfonetwork.org.uk



GROUP WORK

• Introductions – your role and where you 
work

• Reflections on what you’ve heard about 
today – was it new information to you? 
How does it impact on your role 

• Good practice in your area – please note 
down on flip chart paper

• Feedback three key issues , including at 
least one piece of good practice


