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Happy New Year!

This issue has a policy update — we thought it would be useful to start the year with a
reminder of the policy context that we are working in.

Here at the Council for Disabled Children we are receiving an increasing number of calls
from transition workers from across agencies who want to talk to someone in a similar post in
other local authorities. This has led us to start thinking about setting up a Transition Forum.
However until funding can be identified to set something like this up we are suggesting that
people use the Choice forum. Find out more about this forum on page 3.

A new publication by the Sounds Good Advocacy Project will be really useful for new and
existing advocacy projects working with disabled young people in transition. Read about this
on page 4.

Finally we are pleased to be able to announce that we have been commissioned by the DfES
to produce a Transition Guide, see page 6 for further details.

As usual, if you have any comments or would like to include something in the next issue of
GAL don'’t hesitate to get in touch.

Lucia Winters

Council for Disabled Children
lwinters@nch.org.uk

Tel: 020 7843 6061
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Policy Update

The beginning of a new year is a good time to look back at policy initiatives from the last year
or so that have, or will, impact upon the lives of disabled young people to see their current
status and what differences they are making.

Youth Matters Green Paper

The Youth Matters Green Paper addressed key issues relating to how we support and
challenge teenagers. The paper included a number of recommendations that will impact on
the lives of disabled young people around leisure, children’s trusts, information and guidance,
specialist services and lead professionals.

Over 19,000 young people — believed to be a Government record - responded to the &outh
Matters© Green Paper consultation. And about 1,000 responses were received from
professionals, parents and organisations, again, higher than the average. The Government
will publish a response early in 2006 but the Department for Education and Skills has been
asked for a progress report. So far they have analysed most but not all of the responses.
They want to take all views into account so it will be a little time yet before they have
completed the analysis and started to develop their response, which will need agreement
across Government. They are aiming to publish that response early in 2006.

Find out what the next steps will be at http://www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/youth/

Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People
The Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit report Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People was
published in early 2005 and is a statement of government policy.
The aim of the report was to consider what could be done to improve opportunities for
Britain’s 10 million plus disabled people of all ages. It sets out a 20-year vision:
“By 2025, disabled people in Britain should have full opportunities and choices to improve
their quality of life, and will be respected and included as equal members of society”
The report was commissioned because of the issues faced by disabled people in many areas
of life. For example:
- disabled people have a lower employment rate than any ethnic group — only around

50% of disabled people of working age are employed;

disabled people who are working earn 30% less than non-disabled people;

over 50% of families with disabled children are in or near child poverty;

25% of disabled people experience hate crime and harassment.
The report makes recommendations around these central themes:

Independent living through initiatives such as Individual Budgets

Improved support for families with young disabled children

Eliminating service gaps and facilitating transition between childhood and adulthood

Improved support and incentives for getting and staying in employment.

Providing a more strategic focus within government
The 3 most urgent recommendations are:

establishing an Office for Disability Issues to provide a strategic focus;

setting up a National Forum for Organisations of Disabled People to allow direct

communication between disabled people and Government;

Individual Budgets to give disabled people more choice and control in their lives.
Overall there are 60 recommendations. Read more about the report at
www.officefordisability.gov.uk
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Independence, Well-being and Choice: Our Vision for the Future of Social Care for
Adults in England - Social Care Green Paper

This Green Paper sets out a vision for adult social care over the next 10 to 15 years and how
this might be realised. The paper proposes that the Director of Adult Social Services (DASS)
plays a key role in ensuring that arrangements are in place to support individuals during the
transition between different services, to ensure multi-agency coordination and a seamless
pathway. Particular emphasis should be placed on maintaining a proper level of integration
with adult social care services particularly in relation to learning disabilities, adult mental
health and drug and alcohol services. Young people approaching the age of 18 should also
be involved in planning the services that they will receive as adults in order to ensure that
adult services are genuinely responsive to their needs. For more information about the paper
visit www.dh.gov.uk

Health white paper

“Your health, your care, your say”, the public consultation, closed on 4 November 2005, and
the White Paper will be published early this year. The consultation asked the public, patients,
service users, and staff for their views on how to improve the services provided in the
community by the NHS and social care.

For more information go to the Department of Health’s website: www.dh.gov.uk or go directly
to: http://snipurl.com/ljfp

The National Service Framework for Children, Young People and Maternity Services
Standard 8 of the National Service Framework relates to Disabled Children and Young
People and those with Complex Health Needs. Section 7 of Standard 8 is on Transition to
Adulthood. This sets out to ensure:
- a person centred approach to transition planning, focusing on the fulfilment of the hopes,
dreams and potential of the young disabled person.
the establishment of multi agency transition groups.
support for young disabled people to use direct payments.
support to manage the transition for those with high levels of need, those in residential
schools, looked after children and those with rare conditions.
that agencies develop local strategies to widen education, training and employment
opportunities for disabled young people.
the development by Health Services of appropriate adolescent/young persons ’services
with a view to enabling smooth transition to comprehensive multi-disciplinary care.
The National Service Framework continues to be implemented in a number of ways. A
growing body of case studies, exemplars and other documents are available to help services
get to grips with the NSF. The Case Studies Database has case studies such as the
Kingfishers at Ebley project. This project provides supported housing for young people aged
18 — 25 years who have a learning disability.
These can all be found on the Department for Health website www.dh.gov.uk. Or go straight
to the NSF pages here: http://snipurl.com/9umqg

School Transport Bill

Legislation aimed at finding the best way for children to get to school was introduced to
parliament in October. The Bill reached the floor of the Commons for its second reading at
the end of October 2004. The Bill is designed to enable a number of local authorities to pilot
new schemes to tackle the congestion caused by the school run, and provide government
funding to support each new scheme. Some disability charities are worried that the Bill could
adversely affect disabled children.

Find out more from www.dfes.gov.uk
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Transition workers forum

Over the last few years a number of new transition posts have been created in local
authorities. At the Council for Disabled Children we are receiving more and more calls from
people who have just started in a post, such as a transition social worker, and want to talk to
other people in similar roles.

At some point in the future there is definitely a need for a transition workers’ forum however
until time and funding has been found to put this into place we are encouraging people to use
the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities’ Choice Forum to exchange ideas and
information. The Choice forum is an easy to use forum that enables users to communicate on
subjects that are relevant to their work. Although this is a forum run by the Foundation for
People with Learning Disabilities people who use the forum, and hence the discussions on
the forum, come from the wider disability sector.

There are a number of forum topics where you can read other people’s ideas and questions
and respond. There is a topic specifically around Young People (including transition), which
would be an ideal place to discuss issues related to your work with disabled young people in
transition to adulthood.

Below is a list of some of the different discussion groups that are available on the forum.

News and Announcements

News

Events

Press Releases

imlVacancies for Paid and Voluntary Staff
m Websites

Policy and Standards

mlEngland (Including Valuing People White Paper)
m Wales

mlNorthern Ireland

iml Scotland

Ensuring People Get the Support They Want
ml Assessments (inc. eligibility criteria)
mlPerson Centred Planning

mlDirect Payments

ml Improving Service Quality

iml Service development

iml Staff Development and Training

Groups of People with Learning Disabilities
iml Children

ml Young People (Inc. transition)

ml Parents with Learning Disabilities

Wl Older People

You can join the forum for free by filling out a form on the Foundation for People with
Learning Disabilities website: www.learningdisabilities.org.uk
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Growing up, Speaking Out

A guide to advocacy for young learning disabled
people in transition (14-25)
By the Sounds Good Advocacy Project

The Guide will be useful to anyone who is concerned
that learning disabled young people do not have
enough say in their transition from school to adult life.

The Guide is designed to give a clear introduction to
why advocacy is needed for young learning disabled
people in transition. It includes chapters on the
variety of models adopted by existing projects, case
studies of those projects as well as information on the
legislation and formal transition processes.

The guidance is based on the real experience of
existing projects and informed by the views of young
learning disabled people themselves.

The Guide contains a range of useful information such as Models of Advocacy used for
Working with Young People and the Legal Context of Advocacy for Young Learning Disabled
People as well as more practical information and illustrative case studies such as Tim’s Story
— A Transition Crisis and Case Studies from Existing Youth Advocacy Projects. There is also
a chapter of Top Tips from Youth Advocacy Projects to help new and existing projects
improve their services for disabled young people in transition.

The Sounds Good Project was established by the Advocacy Resource Exchange (formerly
CAIT) in 2002 to promote and develop citizen advocacy for young learning disabled people in
the transition between school and adult life (aged 14 - 25 years). For the last 3 years the
project has worked closely with the advocacy network to provide training, information and
networking opportunities to those projects who were already working with young people in
transition or who were motivated to do so. The launch, in December 2005, marked the final
stage of the Sounds Good Project, which will close on 23rd December 2005. Thereafter ARX
will look at further funding opportunities in this field and will aim to develop the work in special
and mainstream schools around citizen advocacy for young learning disabled people.

The Guide is available to download from the ARX website www.advocacyresource.net
Or by email soundsgood@advocacyresource.net
Or by phone 0208 880 4545
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Transition Guide

The Council for Disabled Children, in partnership with SKILL, is currently working on a
Transition Guide, funded by the DfES.

We will work with the DfES to produce a guide to transition procedures and good practice. A
key element of this will be guidance from government on clarifying roles and responsibilities
across the statutory sector. The guide will include illustrative case studies, good practice
examples, information sources and checklists to help services ensure that they are doing all
they can to improve the lives of disabled young people in transition.

The guide will include sections on the following:
- Clarity in aims of transition planning
Using person centred approaches
Self determination — for example through use of direct payments
Multi agency working and joint planning ‘including the development of action plan
protocols’
Early planning and continuing support which is outcome focused and provides young
person with trusted adult adviser
Understanding the nature of young peoples needs including recognition of complex
needs and specialist support

The Legislation and guidance section will outline clearly who is responsible for what, will
contain clarity on roles of, for example, Connexions, children’s trusts and will include legal
obligations for key agencies. The following issues will be covered:
- roles in transition of directors of children’s/adults services

role of children’s trust

extended schools development

responsibilities for young people with learning difficulties and/or disabilities up to the

age of 25

The good practice will include information on how it can be applied successfully as well as
Case studies to illustrate. It will include examples showing:

a range of disabled young people

geographical spread

different types of transition

regional approaches

The further information will include:
Sources of government and independent high quality information
Signposts to high quality resources for families and young people
Synopsis of other ongoing developments — e.g. VPNST year 9 work

We want this guide to be useful for everyone working with and for disabled young people in
transition to adulthood and would therefore appreciate any suggestions and ideas of what
would be useful for you. So if you have any other comments about this piece of work please
contact Lucia Winters lwinters@ncb.org.uk
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Moving on Up update

Y moving
1 on up9

‘Moving On Up'date! www.movingonup.info

There has been lots going on at the Moving On Up website over the last year. We have been
busy getting out and about! We have been asking just what young people are excited or
worried about at transition and what help the website can give. Some young people have
been talking about moving on from college and money problems. Others about their youth
clubs and what they like to do in their free time. Some of you will know Carolyn who has been
visiting young people in and around Sheffield:

"Taking the MOU website into schools has been very important to us. The young people and
teachers we demonstrated it to told us what they did and did not like about it. They said there
were a lot of useful links and that the information on the web pages was thorough. The young
people have especially enjoyed linking to the music and movie web pages and looking at the
different places their families and friends are from."

We are excited to let you know about what's happening next! We are planning two fun days
in the summer for young people ONLY! We will talk about things to do with growing up and
moving on and have some workshops around dance, music and cookery. It's all going to be
around being from a Black or Minority Ethnic culture, being a young person, finding out about
each other and having fun. Lets get creative!

If we already have your email address we will be getting in touch with you every month to let
you know about what’'s going on to do with young people. This might be new things the
government says, meetings, magazines or just cool stuff! If you would like to be on our email
list GET IN TOUCH!

So keep checking out the website and we look forward to hearing from you if you have
any questions or ideas for us!

Pam Smith

BME Projects Administrator
ARC

Tel: 01246 555 043
Pam.smith@arcuk.org.uk
www.movingonup.info
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Good Practice

Person centred transition reviews in Calderdale

A group of young disabled people in Calderdale talked recently to Fiona Walker, a self-
advocate and researcher, as part of a project about person centred transition reviews. They
told her that the main hurdles towards planning for the future during their teenage years were
other people’s poor communication with them, their lack of understanding of them and their
behaviour towards them. They recognised the importance of being able to speak up for
themselves, making decisions and choices, and relationship skills.

Running transition reviews in a person centred way which puts the young person clearly at
the centre of discussions and an action plan for the future could be one way to attempt to
address these issues.

The first phase of a research project for the Regional Transitions Steering Group in Yorkshire
and the Humber to test out person centred reviews has shown that young people, parents
and professionals all felt that such a review was more positive and more focused than the
traditional review.

Two person centred transition reviews for two young people in a Calderdale mainstream
school took place in Autumn 2005. Interviews were held with people who took part and with a
range of other young disabled people, families and professionals. Two families of school
leavers from a local special school who had had a person centred plan, a Year 8 student
(age 12) and a former school student were also interviewed.

Meeting the facilitator to prepare for the meeting was considered important by the young
people and families involved. Having an independent facilitator was regarded by all parties as
important in keeping the focus and made the review more equal for all parties, enabling
everyone to contribute.

Professionals involved in the reviews were positive about the openness and transparency of
the process. They felt the person centred approach helped to ‘build bridges’ between
professionals and families. The action plan as the ultimate focus of the review helped keep
the review on track. But they also had concerns about the time and resources needed within
school and the ability of the person centred review to meet statutory requirements.

Other key issues identified included the need for standardised assessment forms, and the
importance of the action plan as the focus of the review. Parents stressed that
implementation of the action plan was the real key to making a difference to their son or
daughter’s life. A recurring theme was the need for a key worker, or better still a transition
team, to coordinate the many changes that occur for young disabled people as they plan to
leave school and beyond.

The research is continuing in Bradford, Leeds and Sheffield and a final report will be
published in March 2006.

Alison Cowen, Rosemary Tozer and Fiona Walker
Independent Researchers

For further information contact:

Alison Cowen 01904 330606 alison.cowen@ntlworld.com or

Cathy Stephens, Facilitator, SEN Regional Partnership, Yorkshire and the Humber 0113 283
5253 or cstephens.qgoyh@go-regions.gsi.qov.uk
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Other News

Launch of Office for Disability Issues

A new cross-Government Office for Disability Issues (ODI) was launched on 1 December
2005. The ODI will ensure disabled people are a priority right across Government throughout
their lives. Where services have been disjointed and presented barriers to disabled people,
this Office will ensure Government Departments work together and in partnership with
disabled people to change this.

The Prime Minister, Tony Blair, welcomed the progress made:

"A lot of work has been undertaken since | first asked the Strategy Unit to look at what more
could be done to improve the experiences of disabled people in Britain today. Their report,
published this January, showed just how far there is to go before we can say that disabled
people have the same life chances as everyone else. But today® launch shows that we are
making real progress - and that there is commitment right across Government to work
together in delivering a better future for disabled people."

The ODI will ensure there is a focus across government on improving outcomes and securing
equal opportunities for disabled individuals and families, for example in education and
employment.

Speaking at the launch, Minister for Disabled People, Anne McGuire said:

"The Life Chances report identified the need for a champion for disabled people within
Government — and we have acted quickly on their recommendation. The new Office for
Disability Issues will drive forward our overall strategy, and will play the central role in
ensuring that all Government departments work together more effectively on issues relevant
to disabled people.”

More information can be found at
www.officefordisability.gov.uk

Individual Budget pilots to support young people at transition

Andrew Adonis, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Schools, announced on the 30
November that the Department for Education and Skills will be working closely with the
Department of Health, Department for Work and Pensions and the Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister to pilot individual budgets for disabled people and older people. This is one of
the key recommendations in the Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit report Improving the Life
Chances of Disabled People.

Individual budgets will help disabled and older people to live more independently, drawing
together the services to which they are entitled and giving them greater choice and control
over the mix of support they receive.

Initially, the DfES will be working jointly on three of the 13 pilot sites, Coventry, Gateshead
and Barnsley. These will include a focus on the needs of young disabled people at transition
as they move into the adult world. Over the coming months the DfES will also be exploring
the potential for individual budget pilots for families with disabled children.

Further information about this project will be posted on the website of the Office for Disability:
www.officefordisability.gov.uk
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Happy Birthday Sweet 167?

Is the name of the Family Fund’s latest campaign, which reached Parliament recently.

The Family Fund has written to all Members of Parliament asking them to spare five minutes
to read a briefing note and to watch a three-minute DVD, which we sent each Member to
outline the Happy Birthday Sweet 16 campaign.

The aim of our campaign is to bring to the attention of MPs the fact there is a yawning gap in
provision for families caring for severely disabled or seriously ill children who have reached
the age of 16. Quite simply, full time carers are forgotten and overlooked by the system.

The Family Fund believe that must change and Happy Birthday Sweet 167 is designed to do
just that. The aim is to raise awareness about what this group of families go through, on a
daily basis, and convince our funders (the four UK governments) to enable us to help them
as we have done in the years leading up to their child’s 16th birthday.

A 16th birthday should be a day to celebrate. Instead, for many, it signals the start of what is
described in many cases as a futile search for replacement help. We know that disability
does not go away at 16. Many of the families helped by the Family Fund will always care for
their child at home. The concept of independent living as the child becomes an adult is a
distant dream.

While there is considerable discussion about how best to deal with transition issues at 16,
very little attention has been paid to the needs of families caring for their child at home.
Those who do not have a disabled child cannot readily understand the stresses and strains
placed on families, including siblings. When a family is either forced to go on benefits or has
an exceptionally low income, the additional expense of caring for a disabled child or young
person (it costs three times as much), means that debt is a very real and ongoing threat that
affects many.

The problem we are highlighting through our Happy Birthday Sweet 16?7 campaign is not
insurmountable. Help from the Family Fund makes a huge difference to the lives of families
throughout the UK.

A £5m increase in our funding would enable us to extend our remit to include families with
16-18 year olds. That at least goes some way to meeting the vision outlined in the Prime
Minister’'s Strategy Unit report — Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People, 2005 — of
supporting all young people living at home beyond their 16th birthday.

E-mail your support to: happybirthdaysweetl6@familyfund.org.uk
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Conferences, seminars and training

If you would like to list event here please email Lucia Winters with details. Contact
information on page one.

Learning Disability Training Courses at fpa

All courses take place at fpa (Family Planning Association)

2-12 Pentonville Road, London, N1 9FP.

For a training brochure or further information please contact the training department on 0207
923 5235 or trainingengland@fpa.org.uk

The fpa is running a range of courses on Relationships and Sexuality and people with
learning disabilities. To find out more about these courses go to:
http://www.fpa.org.uk/about/training/ESW courselist.htm

The National Transitions Conference
A one-day event for health and social care professionals working with young people
23 March 2006, Royal College of Physicians, London NW1
This one-day event is designed to:
- Raise the profile of transitions in paediatric and adult health services.
Summarise the research and evidence available to support good transitions and to
understand in part the consequences of poor transitions.
Share the experiences of young people as they have made the transition to adult health
services.
Provide a platform for the launch of the ‘Good Transitions for Young People’ guidance
document.
Learn of developments in adolescent health care internationally, with a special link to
colleagues in the US.
Explore key areas which impact on quality of transition for young people:
- links with primary care
- the cultural differences between adult and paediatric services
- support for commissioning
- transition training for doctors.
Increase understanding on important aspects of transition for young people: links with
primary care, the cultural differences between adult and paediatric services, support for
commissioning, transition training for doctors.
This is an initiative from the Department of Health as part of their response to the NSF. The
conference is looking specifically at children with health and complex health needs rather
than disabled children.
For more information and to register for a place go to:
http://www.frameworks-city.ltd.uk/transitions.asp
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Publications, DVDs and websites

The Government’s Annual Report on Learning Disability 2005. Valuing People: Making
things better
Since Valuing People was published in 2001 the Government has written a report every year
saying what they have done and what they will do next to make the things in Valuing People
happen. This is the third report since Valuing People.
The report has a chapter on Leaving school and becoming an adult that identifies the
foIIowmg key points that are important at this time:
Good plans saying what a young person is going to do when they leave school need
to be in place long before the person leaves school.
Things work better when young people take part in making their own plans.
Things work better when the different organisations that support young people work
well together.
The report can be downloaded from the Department of Health’s website: www.dh.gov.uk
Or go directly to the report: http://snipurl.com/Ih15

Holiday Information Guide by the Home Farm Trust

The HFT's Family Carer Support Service produces a 28-page guide about holidays that
include people with learning disabilities — with and without supporters. The guide is updated
every autumn. It includes places to stay in the UK and abroad, special interest holidays,
insurance, benefits & financial help as well as information about other guides that are
produced.

Holiday Information is available free for charge, please send a stamped (30p) self-addressed
A4 envelope to FCSS Holiday Information, Merchants House, Wapping Road, Bristol BS1
4RW. For more information about the Home Farm Trust go to: www.hft.org.uk

14-19 Education and Skills: Implementation Plan

The government’s aim is a system of 14-19 education matching the best anywhere; a system
where all young people have opportunities to learn in ways which motivate and stretch them
and through hard work qualify themselves for success in life; one where educational
opportunity and chances in life do not depend on accident of birth, but are uniformly available
to all young people. In this document they set out in detail how they will implement 14-19
Education and Skills and how, in doing so, they will create a system capable of offering a
new set of curriculum and qualifications opportunities, truly built around the needs and
aspirations of each young person.

Get copies of this report by emailing: dfes@prolog.uk.com, DfES Ref: 2037-2005DCL-EN

Or download directly from: http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk

Transition Information Network — new issue of magazine
The new issue of my future choices includes reports
from the latest Transition Information Network seminar;

an article about the future dreams of three young
people; an article about travel and travel training with
some useful tips and advice; a piece about Person
centred transition reviews in Calderdale and lots more!

To get a copy of the magazine register for free with the
Transition Information Network online:
www.myfuturechoices.org.uk or email TIN@ncb.org.uk
with your contact details.
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@earning disabilities, sex and the lawCby the fpa

Sexual health charity fpa’s latest publication, Learning disabilities, sex and the law is an
updated guide to new and existing legislation regarding sexual activity and people with
learning disabilities. It is written to give staff who work with this group step-by-step advice
and information about the law and their statutory obligations and also offers case studies and
examples of good practice.

Subjects discussed in the book, authored by Clare Fanstone and Sarah Andrews, include
capacity to consent, intimate care, the use of sex workers and contraception. A question is
posed to introduce each topic which is thoroughly analysed and examined. There are also
helpful signposts for readers who may wish to pursue one subject in further detail.

Hilary Brown, Professor of Social Care, Canterbury Christ Church University College, writes
in the foreword: ‘This book will help you to work confidently and to use your ‘common sense’
ensuring that the law does not hold you back but empowers you to act in the interests of
people with learning disabilities, who look to you, and to your service, for information, support
and protection.’

Copies cost £13.99 + p&p and are available from fpa direct on 0845 122 8600 or
fpadirect@fpa.org.uk.

For further information contact fpa's press office on 020 7923 5202/5201 or mobile 07958
921 060.

The education and Employment of disabled young people. Jospeh Rowntree findings
November 2005

This study, by Tania Burchardt of the London School of Economics, compared the
aspirations of young disabled and non-disabled people, and examined the extent to which
those aspirations were achieved.
http://www.jrf.org.uk/knowledge/findings/socialpolicy/0565.asp

‘Tell it like it is!’: a guide to claiming disability living allowance for a child with disabilities or
special needs by the Disability Alliance http://www.disabilityalliance.org/tell.htm

Complex disability exemplar

National service framework for children, young people and maternity services

The new guide illustrates the experience of a baby born prematurely and diagnosed with
cerebral palsy and epilepsy. The story is taken from the premature labour of Maria® mother
all the way through to Maria growing up into adulthood.

It highlights the importance of involving parents, who are the experts on their own child. It
also advocates sharing information and greater collaboration between different agencies and
professionals.

Included in the ideas outlined in the exemplar are: hospital discharge plans developed in
consultation with parents, the involvement of the Child Development Centre in assessments,
the allocation of a key worker to support parents and help them to co-ordinate their
interaction with different professionals, the special educational needs support available, and
the role of specialist services and their interaction with mainstream provision.

Copies of the exemplar can be order from Department of Health Publications Order-line on
08701 555 455 or email dh@prolog.uk.com, quoting 271559 / Complex Disability

Electronic copies of the exemplar in PDF format can be downloaded from
http://www.dh.gov.uk/ or http://snipurl.com/I8ve
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Oxfordshire Learning Disability Partnership Board publishes ‘The Oxfordshire Research’
carried out by Phil Law and Mina Katouzian
The research was done to hear how the lives of people with learning disabilities in
Oxfordshire have changed in the last 2 years. It found that:
55% of people with learning disabilities who took part in the Research think that their life
‘got better’ in the last 2 years
50% of all people who took part in the Oxfordshire Research said they thought the lives of
people with learning disabilities had ‘got better’
Transport got the top vote for ‘got worse’

Of the 370 people who answered...

256 are people with learning disabilities

90 people work in services

24 are family members
To read a short version of the report or the report in full go to www.easywords.co.uk and click
on the ‘Latest News’ button.

“I can tell you what | want”
DVD and report by the Children’s Society Disability advocacy project.

In this report children and young people talk about their experience of living away from home,
the project® advocacy service and what would make their lives better. The report found that:
Advocates play a key role in helping resolve problems relating to young people® care

All of those interviewed wanted greater access to their advocate
Continuity of contact with an advocate is key to developing solid relationships and
building trust with them

A DVD, based on the report® findings, has also been produced and includes interviews with
the young people on these subjects. This is the first time a DVD has been produced that
shows and explores what disabled young people think about their advocates and what would
make their lives better. The interviews include young people who are now accommodated in
residential and foster care, some with no (or limited) verbal communication skills.

The Children® Society will use the findings to persuade local authorities to increase their
investment in advocacy services for disabled young people. Copies of the report will be sent
to the Department of Health, local authorities, Primary Care Trusts and other key decision
makers.

Helen, aged 19, has had an advocate through the project for over a year. She lives 85 miles
away from her home in Kent. "My advocate deals with lots of people for me and sorts out any
problems | have. If | have a problem | can talk it through with her. | can also talk about
personal things too. If | didn®have an advocate 1@ be stuck.”

The report forms part of an independent evaluation of the London Disability Advocacy Project
by the Triangle training and consultancy service. Findings from the evaluation reinforce the
young people® call for greater investment in disability advocacy services and underline the
positive impact they have on children® lives.

Christine Lenehan from The Council for Disabled Children said: "This DVD provides an
excellent example of young people with severe learning disabilities communicating their
needs and highlights the crucial role advocacy services play."

Both the report and the DVD can be obtained from:
The Children’s Society Disability Advocacy Project, Unit 2, 51 Derbyshire Street, Bethnal
Green, London E2 6HQ T: 020 7613 2886 Email: elp@childrenssociety.org.uk
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Dada South — disability arts website

Dada South is best explained in the words of Barbara Lisicki, as she writes in her introduction
to the site:

When Dada-South emerged into the light in 2002, blinking in surprise at its own arrival, all
that proved its existence, was a group of disabled artists, writers, performers and culture-
consuming curious crips. All of them on a mission.

That mission was to bring Disability Arts in all its bizarre, imperfect, twisted, gorgeous and
glorious forms into the unsuspecting sleepy counties that form the Arts Council South East
region. Counties that put disability into boxes called ‘Medical’ and ‘Welfare’ and ‘Special’ —
much like all those other counties in the North and East and West of England.
www.dada-south.org.uk

Disability Arts

The generally agreed definition of disability arts, the one that we in the disability arts
movement have found most accurately reflects what we are doing, is that it is art made by
disabled people which reflects the experience of disability.

Disability arts is art. It is seriously intentioned creative work - poems or painting or music or
comedy or theatre or whatever - made with some sort of aesthetic purpose. It is not a hobby
to keep the cripples€ands busy. And it is not therapy.

Disability arts is made by disabled people. So we@e not talking about anything that portrays
us according to other people® perceptions: Rain Man or Richard Il or @n® it tragic©
documentaries. In disability arts we are in charge, we tell our own stories, we present our
own perceptions of disability and the issues around it.

http://www.disabilityarts.com/

Guidance for colleges and other post-16 education providers

on implementing the Disability Discrimination Act. “1 don®
want to sue anyone... | just want to get a life” — Inclusive risk
assessment

This report is part of a range of resources from the project, The
Disability Discrimination Act: taking the work forward 2003-5,
managed by the Learning and Skills Development Agency (LSDA)
in partnership with NIACE and Skill, supported by the Disability
Rights Commission and funded by the Learning and Skills Council.
The report explores the process of inclusive risk assessment and
will be of particular interest to staff who undertake risk assessments
with learners with learning difficulties and disabilities.

Available to download from: http://www.lsda.org.uk/pubs/

Schools White Paper "Higher Standards, Better
Schools for All - More Choice for Parents and
Pupils". Published on 25th October 2005 by the
Department for Education and Skills

This White Paper sets out the government’'s plans to
radically change the current education system, giving
parents much greater power to influence the education
their children receive.
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/schoolswhitepaper/
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Consultations

Education Outside the Classroom Manifesto

The government are consulting on the vision and aims that will underpin the Education
Outside the Classroom Manifesto that was announced by Ruth Kelly earlier this year. It is
intended to be a joint undertaking which many stakeholders create and which anyone,
including providers, voluntary organisations, youth groups, schools and local authorities can
sign up to. The main aim of the Manifesto is to provide all children and young people with a
variety of high quality learning experiences outside a classroom environment, whether that
be during school, after school or during holidays.

Responses from all interested parties on the draft framework for the Manifesto in the
consultation should be returned by 30th January 2006. Download report from:
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations or go directly to report http://snipurl.com/Ih78

This newsletter is produced by Lucia Winters at the Council for Disabled
Children.
E-mail: lwinters@ncb.org.uk
Tel: 0207 843 6061

The Council cannot take responsibility for any information in the
publications and websites that are listed in this newsletter.

If you would like to receive this quarterly newsletter please email Lucia at
Iwinters@ncb.org.uk
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